
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          November 25, 2018 
  
CHRIST  THE  KING <> REIGN  OF  CHRIST 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 141 [A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I pay more attention to what I want to be or 
believe I should be than I do to who I am.  As a result, I live most 
of my life disconnected from my own experience.  I routinely find 
myself depleted, needing to do whatever it is I do to feed and 
nourish myself.  I pray to you and ask you to deliver me from this 
repetition, without realizing that you are already granting the very 
thing I am requesting.  Believing that you will make me into the 
person I want to be and/or should be, I misunderstand what you 
offer me. Yours is the voice I hear when I am reminded that I am 
impaired or compromised, a voice I hear as chastisement rather 
than welcome.  Yours is the voice that comforts me in the face of 
the screeching that is shaming me, a voice I construe as weakness 
rather than relief.  Yours is the embrace I feel when isolation and 
rejection enfold me, something I receive as condescension rather 
than solace.  Help me adhere to your welcome, comfort and 
embrace more than to the judgment I experience.  Awaken me to 
the usefulness of keeping my mind’s eye on the compromising 
that is influencing me. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 18:33-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 145 [Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 2, 2018 
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet tomorrow, November 26th, 
at Olwen Peterson’s home, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #3.  Pam 
Novelly is the Leader.  Mary Jane is the Hostess.  A Thank Offering 
will be taken. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 You are invited to share your holiday baking/cooking with us at 
the coffee time following worship.  There is a sign-up sheet. 
 There is information on the Sing-Along Messiah, and the 
Christmas Toy Program run by R.P. Public Safety. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
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Christ the King / Reign of Christ 
 It would be helpful if we could focus our understanding of God 
so that when we think of God we did not think of whatever it is that 
manages or controls things like our biology or the events of nature. 
I think the Doctrine of the Trinity was an attempt to do just that—
help us think of God as an immanent and personal reality having to 
do with evolving us from biological creatures into human beings. 
 It would be helpful if we could think of God as what originates 
and orchestrates the development of cognition. Cognition is the 
mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding 
through thought, experience and the senses. Cognition includes the 
faculties of perceiving, thinking, feeling, reasoning, imagination, 
intuition, discerning, choosing, awareness, consciousness, etc. 
Having and exercising these capacities is what makes us human. 
Being human is much more than being a biological organism. 
 Scientifically, human beings are known as “homo sapiens,” a 
Latin term meaning “rational man.” We differ from other members 
of the genus “homo” by the size or capacity of our brain, and by our 
facility with and dependence on language. It would be useful to 
focus on God as that which initiates and cultivates the development 
of our capacity for language, not simply verbal, spoken language but 
especially conceptual communication, like mental and emotional 
self-talk, which requires and uses the cognitive faculties mentioned 
above. God’s cultivating these capacities is what enables us to 
navigate the complexities of life, and to pursue a meaningful life. 
 The Trinity is an attempt to describe how God participates with 
each of us to expand our self-talk and increase our use of cognition. 
The aspect of God labeled Christ repairs and improves our self-talk 
by disclosing elements of our life which are not in our awareness, 
which makes them available to our cognition; the aspect of God 
labeled Holy spirit assists us in integrating what has been disclosed 
so it can be used by our cognition. The pivotal piece of this word is 
done by the aspect of God labeled Christ, since that work repairs 
our self-talk when it is broken, thereby enhancing our cognition. 
This work persists in the face of everything that impedes it, and in 
that sense it reigns supreme. Therefore, it is called “King.” 

[Jim Robie, 11-23-18] 
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Christ the King/ Reign of Christ [John 18:33-37] 
 This Sunday is the last Sunday in the cycle of the church year. 
Next Sunday, the First Sunday in the Season of Advent, the cycle 
begins again. On this the last Sunday in the cycle we pause to 
remember what we believe to be the truth: that God is the activity 
of making all of our lives more human by immersing each of us in 
the experience of our own life thereby teaching each of us what a 
human life is, and that this activity is the most dominant reality in 
life and nothing can ultimately defeat it. This activity interacts with 
us constantly by helping us experience the fullness of what is 
happening within us, particularly by disclosing to us the truth about 
who we are in every circumstance of our life, especially by 
revealing what is hidden within us yet is actively influencing us in 
what we are facing. 
 In Christianity, this activity which God is can be viewed in three 
different ways. Each way of viewing God focuses on a particular 
aspect of the activity of immersing us in the experience of our own 
life. The advantage of viewing God in this way is so that any 
particular aspect of the activity can be emphasized and examined 
in some detail. Historically, this is described in the doctrine of the 
Trinity: one God in three Persons. That is, God is this one activity 
which can be viewed in three different ways. The first way to view 
God is as what creates, supports and sustains our life as human 
beings (God as Mother/Father). We  have described this as the 
appearance and development in us of cognition, which is the 
mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and 
understanding through thought, experience and the senses. God is 
not the same as what we might call “Mother Nature,” what 
engineers our biology. God is what makes our biological life human 
by originating the cognitive abilities of knowing and perceiving: 
thinking, feeling, reasoning, imagination, intuition, etc., and also 
sustaining and developing these abilities. It is these abilities that 
make us human, a condition of life that is far beyond our biology. 
A second way to view God is as what reveals and discloses the 
components of our life that are for some reason hidden from us 
and therefore cannot be perceived and used by our cognition (God 
as Son/Christ). This is the idea that is conveyed in the Greek word 

translated as “truth.” In Greek, “truth” is what is no longer 
concealed or hidden. The work we see when we focus on this aspect 
of God is that things about us that have been concealed or hidden 
are revealed. Using traditional language, this aspect of God does the 
work of “Redemption” (the recovery of the elements of our life that 
have been lost to us). A third way to view God is as what uses our 
cognitive abilities to integrate the elements of our life that have 
been revealed and disclosed to us (God as Holy Spirit, or Advocate, 
or Sustainer). Using traditional language, this aspect of God does 
the work of “Salvation” (keeping us safe from wearing out by the 
efforts we make to keep hidden the elements of our life which have 
been lost to us by focusing instead on what we believe we should 
be or want to be). 
 If we put these three aspects of God together, we get a picture 
of how God is the activity of immersing us in the experience of our 
own life. To repeat what was stated above: God (this activity) 
interacts with us constantly by helping us experience the fullness of 
what is happening within us, particularly by disclosing to us the 
truth about who we are in any circumstance of our life, especially 
by revealing what is hidden within us yet is actively influencing us in 
what we are facing. God interacts with us in these ways so we can 
be conscious and act ethically; or, can consciously act ethically. The 
idea is to humanize life for everyone. 
 The aspect of God to which Christianity pays the most attention 
is the second: the aspect of God to which we give the label—Christ. 
This revealing and disclosing of our own interior reality is what 
makes us conscious, conscious particularly of how we relate to 
ourselves and others. The activity of this aspect of God is central to 
humanizing the way we live, and therefore enables us to interact 
with more awareness and greater perception so that our actions are 
more likely to treat ourselves and others fairly and equitably. Using 
language that is antiquated for us, we label this aspect of God—
King, in that we pay the most attention to the work it does, and also 
because what it does dominates our conscious life, and nothing we 
do is able to defeat it; that is, it reigns supreme. 

[Jim Robie, 11-23-18, Christ the King/Reign of Christ, Cycle B, John 18:33-37] 

 


